Information for Educational Audiologists which they may find helpful when discussing the rôle of the Educational Audiologist with their Local Authority.
The Education Act (handicapped children) 1970 transferred all of the Health staff working with supposedly ‘ineducable’ children to the responsibility of Education Departments:
1 (2) The Secretary of State shall by order make such provision as appears to him to be necessary or expedient in consequence of subsection (1) above—
(a) for the transfer to the employment of local education authorities of persons employed by local health authorities (not being also local education authorities) or by regional hospital boards; and

(b) for the protection of the interests of persons who before the appointed day have been employed for the purpose of functions of local health authorities (including those functions of authorities which are also local education authorities) or functions of regional hospital boards; and

(c) for the transfer to local education authorities of property, rights and liabilities of local health authorities or regional hospital boards.
This above extract from the Act would appear to say that the Education Authority was taking over the responsibility for not only employing the specialists previously employed by Health but also the responsibility of maintaining the services previously provided by Health - ie all the services previously provided by the Paediatric Audiologists. This would mean that the requirement to provide the mandatory service was transferred as well as the person (now known as the Educational Audiologist) who provided it.
This Act included all of the ‘Pre-School’ or ‘Paediatric’ Audiologists. Previously they worked in hospital Audiology departments providing the Children’s Tier 2 and Tier 3 diagnostic clinics (babies and children) for deafness, clinics for fitting and reviewing hearing aids and hearing. They also provided the ‘home visiting’ for pre-school children to support the parents and provide educational input and hearing aid habituation on a regular basis. They were also the specialists in the school-age clinics reviewing hearing and hearing aids.
The specialist qualification (MSc or Diploma in Educational Audiology now provided by Oxford Brookes University/ Mary Hare Training) also includes measuring and reporting on Room Acoustics and using frequency-specific analysis of receptive and expressive speech to review hearing aid provision among other innovations relevant to the specialist rôle.
Thus Local Authorities conforming to the original requirements of the 1970 Act employ specialist professionals - the Educational Audiologists - who are involved in the diagnosis, selection and review of hearing aid (in or liaising with the Hospital’s Audiology dept), the advice being given to family and school and the assessment of educational progress related to the child’s audiological status and learning environment. Measuring and reporting on the acoustics of learning areas and provision of Radio Hearing Aids are also part of this specialism.
The Educational Audiologist is a specialist in his/ her own right and should be required to have a specialist qualification to work with children up to at least the end of the school year when they reach their 16th birthday or until their 19th birthday if in continuing education.
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